
 
 

ARTIST STATEMENT: Leah Chalfen Plumassier 
 
Why you make your art 
“Glorious feathers are my medium. I create kinetic sculptures with feathers that float in the air and fill 
enclosed spaces with delicate solids and patterned cutaways. The feathers were part of a living thing in 
nature and were once deemed extremely valuable as an important component of women’s fashions. 
This is no longer the case but many collections of feathers exist and my aim is to showcase their beauty 
in an entirely 21st century manner. 
 
What inspires you 
“A personally curated collection of fine feathers inspires the creation of my collections.  These historic 
materials have been collected from predominantly urban centers where many classes of society 
existed simultaneously. A rising middle class with high society aspirations led the feather and avian 
fervor. They indulged in it dramatically reaching a forced pinnacle and then just as dramatically 
abandoned it.” 
 
What it signifies or represents 
“I like to think I am creating a contemporary homage to the past in terms of the human effort as well as 
paying homage to the species of birds that died for capital gain. It was a fascinating industry requiring 
hundreds of young women who sorted, selected, wrapped, pasted and wired feathers. They, along with 
the birds themselves give soul to my work. It is very rewarding to share the value of these chosen 
materials through repurposing by acknowledging the beauty and the work that went into creating 
them. My aim is to recognize these objects as art in today’s world.”  
 
What is unique or special about how you make items 
“I use old plumassier techniques to working with feathers that can only be achieved by using special 
tools no longer made. I also use the surprise factor by changing the silhouette of feathers and 
sometimes rendering them unrecognizable as such.” 
 
What it means to you 
Feathers are part of the natural world, they can be modified in how I present them but I cannot change 
their integrity. I wish to show them off in all their glory.” 
 
I am influenced by 
“I am influenced by headwear fashions from 1890 through 1915 and the industry that surrounded it. I 
have researched the work of ornithologists and scholars in the field of female driven industries in the 
past. Late 19th and early 20the century Paris was the center of real innovation in the area of designs with 
plumes as well as fashion and the rest the world followed its lead." 
 
This particular group 
“This particular body of work is art for air. My desire is to put feathers back in the air! I will continue 
with this concept and develop directions, sizes, moods by using a select group of feathers for each 
sculpture.” 
 
Other aspects of this work directly reference 
“Other aspects of this work directly reference nature and the structure of wings. This is illustrated 
within the sculpture, in the order of the elements, the actual feathers, and finally the chosen position or 
place in which to install this art.” 



Themes in my work 
“Themes in my work include grace, flow, whimsy, delight, elegance and the mystery of balance. I believe 
my work will appeal to the imagination of the visitor to my studio. My aim is to surprise them, to have 
them feel they have discovered something they have never seen before”. 
 
My process is 
“I start with the selection of materials and only then does each mobile begin to take shape. This method 
allows each piece of work to have a distinct and unique quality, attributing the individuality of the 
composition to its elements. There is constant and natural evolution from one piece to the next. I work 
with no pre-conceived idea or imagery, I simply let the design take shape.” 
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